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2012 had been a wonderful year for SMESA as it celebrated with the schools the 170th
Anniversary of St Margaret’s. We were proud to be part of the many activities carried
out through the year based always on the theme of Blessed to be a Blessing. We
were indeed pleased that the activities, including Green Dot Day, The Musical, and the
Gala Dinner raised in excess of S$250,000 for Singapore Anglican Community
Services.

We were indeed grateful for the contribution, support and assistance rendered to
SMESA in making the year a special one.

Going forward, 2013 will be another year of giving and sharing.

We will be holding our AGM on 20 April 2013 (Saturday) which | hope you will all come, choose your new
board members and catch up with old friends.

We hope you enjoy this issue of the newsletter where we share with you somethings new, somethings old
and all things fun!

3t Margaret's School Service Award 2012

At the 170" Anniversary dinner, the St Margaret’s School Service Awards were given out to those who
contributed to the success of St Margaret’s school.

St Margaret’s School Service Award Recipients 2012 :

e Mrs Wong Sooi Loon - Distinguished Award

Mrs Wong Sooi Loon graduated from St Margaret’s School in 1959 and returned to teach in St Margaret’s
Primary School in 1963. She faithfully taught there for 39 years until her retirement in 2002. In her
retirement, she led the St Margaret’'s Ex-Students’ Association as its President from 2002 to 2004, and
from 2008 to 2009. As President, she set up the SMESA Bursary Fund to help needy students and
introduced the SMESA School Service Award to recognise graduating prefects for their contributions to the
school. She initiated the Alumni Tea and the SMESA Youth Wing to promote camaraderie among
members of the St Margaret’s Family.
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Mrs Wong was generous both in spirit and with her resources. She donated $25,000 to the Primary School
in 2010 to upgrade its Music Room and $450,000 to the Secondary School in 2011 to construct Multi-
Purpose Rooms. Her acts of charity, patience and devotion remain an example to us all.

Goh Foundation - Meritorious Award

Established in Singapore in 1994, the Goh Foundation leads various community-based initiatives in
medicine, education and development, by supporting programmes that significantly improve the quality of
human lives. St Margaret’s School is privileged to be a beneficiary of the Goh Foundation’s munificence
since 2002. In the past decade, the Goh Foundation has encouraged our students by sponsoring awards
for the top students of each academic level, as well as the award for the most improved student in the
GCE ‘O’ level examinations.

The sponsorship of these awards has gone a long way in encouraging our students to excel academically.

Mrs Monica Lim - Meritorious Award

Mrs Monica Lim joined the St Margaret's Ex-Students’ Association in 1980 and has served the school
faithfully as a member of the alumnae for the past 32 years. During those years, she served in the
executive committee of SMESA in various positions, including that of Honorary Auditor and the
Chairperson of the SMESA Bursary Fund Committee. Her steadfast love for God and the School is shown
in the way she supports the Devotion group by praying for the school and its staff and students.

Ms Pixie Ho - Meritorious Award

Ms Pixie Ho joined the St Margaret's Ex-Students’ Association in the year 2000 and has remained a
devoted member of the alumnae ever since. In the past decade, she served as the Assistant Honorary
Auditor in 2001, the Vice-President from 2002 to 2004, and from 2009 to 2012, and the President from
2005 to 2008. She was instrumental in organising the annual Graduation Night for the Secondary 4 and 5
students, and the Anniversary Dinner for members of the St Margaret’s Family. Ms Ho created work
experience opportunities for students in the Secondary School and set up the SMESA All-Round Achiever
Award for students in the Primary School.

She has generously donated to all fundraising projects in aid of the School and its programmes. Ms Ho
continues to support the school in the holistic development of its students.

(LtoR) SMESA President Dr Lee Hoon Hwee, Ms Pixie Ho, Mrs Wong
Sooi Loon, His Excellency, President Tony Tan Keng Yam, Dr Tan
Eng Liang (Goh Foundation), Mrs Monica Lim and Ms Lee Soo Kwan

Find us on

Facebook Like us on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/SMESA.sg
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Coming Events
SMESA Annual General Meeting (AGM)

Date : Saturday, 20 April 2013

Time : 2.00 pmto 5.00 pm

Venue: IT Conference Room
St Margaret’s Secondary School
Farrer Road

We hope you will join us at the AGM.
To register, please contact us via our Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/SMESA.sg
Email: enquiries@smesa.org.sg or Telephone: 65343058 (Pixie)

Other events include :

1. SMESA Speaker Series to be held on 8 March 2013 on “How To Live”. The Speaker is Ms
Marjorie Chu, an ex-student.

2. SMSS Professional Guidance Day to be held on 20 March 2013. Some SMESA’s members and ex-
students will be sharing their work experiences with the graduating classes.

3. SMSS Prefects’ Commendation Service to be held on 19 April 2013 at 2.30 pm at St Andrew’s
Cathedral.

4. SMPS Green Dot Fiesta to be held on 6 July 2013. It will be a Walkathon cum Games.

Our Members

Welcome aboard the following new members. We look forward to seeing you at our activities during the year.
Life Members

Ms Diana Lauder Sacks (CEZM 1954)

Ms Mak Lai Mun (SMPS 1974)

Ms Mezawati Mohammad (SMPS 1976) SMSS (1980)
Ms Susan Lim Yew Aun (SMPS 1984)

Ms Cindy Tan Yen Yen (SMPS 1987) (SMSS 1991)
Ms Angeline Cheung Kuan Yee (SMPS 1988) (SMSS 1992)
Ms Adeline Chew Su Ju (SMPS 1989) (SMSS 1993)
Ms Dawn Huang Huiqi (SMPS 1992*%) (SMSS 2000) *Up to P2
Ms Camelia Lim Meow Fang (SMPS 1994) (SMSS 1999)
Ms Gilyn Quek Jia Hui (SMPS 1996) (SMSS 2000)
Ms Jessica Rebekah Leong Wei Ling (SMPS 1996) (SMSS 2000)
Ms Alexia Quek Yi Lin (SMPS 2002) (SMSS 2007)

Reports on Events

SMESA POPIAH PARTY and NATURE CONSERVATION TALK
- 13 October 2012

Ms Pixie Ho

0On 13 October 2012, SMESA organised a Popiah Party for its members and ex-students at the Learning Lab
of SMSS. It was meant to be a time of fellowship for its members, ex-students, members from PSG and PTA,
and the staff of the Schools. All together about 35 people joined in the fun!

Everyone enjoyed themselves making their own popiah. The filling, which is the core of the popiah, was
lovingly cooked by 3 ex- students. As such, we had various versions of the popiah filling to sample. One
sample was prepared by SMESA member, Goh Wei, who had learned it from a master chef. Apart from the
popiah, there were delicious kueh kueh specially purchased by SMESA member, Ho Lian Geok from
Alexandra Village and a Special brew of tea, coffee and other beverages.
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Without falil, our tea-party always come with a talk and on this occasion, Dr Ho Hua Chew (Dr Ho), a member
of the Nature Society, Singapore and a keen nature conservationist, was invited to deliver a talk on Nature
Conservation in Singapore.

Dr Ho began with the Nature Society’s first nature conservation area at Sungei Buloh. After the success of
Sungei Buloh, the Society formulated a Master Plan in 1990 identifying 28 sites from a variety of habitats
(such as forest, mangrove, greenland, etc) for conservation. These sites comprise 12 forest/woodlands (such
as Bukit Brown, Sentosa, Pulau Ubin, Kent Ridge, etc. 16 of the 28 sites are included in The Singapore Green
Plan 1993.

He also mentioned of the justifications for preserving these sites such as a pollution free environment to
ensure good health; provision of basic resources such as water and unpolluted air; open-air recreation for
fithess and enjoyment; education in ecological sciences; cultural heritage appreciation; nature conservation to
support global strategies for protecting the planet; amongst other justifications.

He also explained the differences between Nature Reserves and Nature Areas. He enlightened that Nature
Reserves are nature areas protected by law and managed by the National Parks Board. Examples of Nature
Reserves existing are Bukit Timah Nature Reserve; Central Catchment Reserve; Sungei Buloh Wetland
Reserve and Labrador Nature Reserve. Whereas, the Nature Areas, although identified as areas with a rich
variety of flora and fauna, are only to be kept as they are as long as they are not needed for development.

He told the audience that new sites were added to the revised Green Plan 2012 and included in the URA
Master Plan (published in 2003). These new sites are Chestnut Drive, Dairy Farm, Sungei China at
Woodlands, Sungei China at Lim Chu Kang, Sisters’ Island (marine site) and Kent Ridge, which was
recommended by the Society. However, some sites listed in the original Green Plan (1993), like Sungei
Mandai, Sungei Khatib Bongsu, Pulau Semakau and all the marine/coral sites (except Sisters’ Islands), were
excluded.

He concluded his talk mentioning the Society’s justification for the conservation of Bukit Brown (Cemetery)
such as:-

1) Provision of ecosystem services (carbon sequestration; natural air-conditioning and rainfall sponge
controlling rainfall run-off).

2) Conservation of biodiversity (harbor many species in the Singapore Red Data Book (2008); extended
foraging ground/habitat for many forest species; extensive and important stepping stone in a series of
green links/parks for wildlife dispersal to the Southern Ridges); wintering haven for migratory birds such as
flycatchers, warblers, cuckoos, raptors, etc., coming down annually from the temperate zones).

3) Provision of arenas and resources for human amenities (such as accessible resources for eco-education;
natural and pleasant screening function against jarring concrete; green lung for recreationists/visitors; and
etc.

Dr Ho Hua Chew gave a talk on Nature Conservation in Singapore.



SMESA Bursary Awards -18 October 2012
Ms Pixie Ho

Dr Lee Hoon Hwee SMESA President, presented a cheque for $1,287.00 for the disbursement of the Bursary
Fund to Mrs Yip Wai Fong SMSS Vice-Principal, on 18 October 2012 during the School Assembly.

17 applications were received from needy students from SMSS to pay for the balance of their “N” and “O”
levels examinations fees. All the 17 students qualified for the MOE FAS scheme.

SMESA has a bursary fund established for such needy students and has, with the contributions from
supporters, managed to assist needy students through the years. This year, we have received twice the
number of applications for assistance compared to last year. We are pleased that we are able to assist them
all.

Dr Lee Hoon Hwee SMESA President, presented a cheque to Mrs Yip
Wai Fong SMSS Vice-Principal.

St Margaret’s Primary School Prize Giving Day - 16 November 2012
Ms Pixie Ho

16 November 2012 was the St Margaret’s Primary School Prize Giving Day which was held at the School
Hall. As a tradition, the school would invite an “old Girl” as the Guest of Honour for the occasion. Ms Kok Lee
Kwang, the Principal of Juvenile Homes cum Head of Education, Ministry of Social Family & Development,
graced the occasion this year. Diana Sacks and | from SMESA, were lucky to be included as well.

Ms Kok shared with the audience her memories of the days when she was in SMPS and the songs that she
had sung (see picture showing one of the songs).

This year’s Valediction was delivered by Karen Ho Yong En.

Prizes and Awards were presented to students with top academic and CCA results. Special Awards 2012
were also presented to the following students:-

Tan Si Yi, Seraphina - Top PSLE Award

Jenae Wee Wenning Top CCA Achiever

Tan Minh Harn Andrea SMESA All-Round Achiever Award (2011)
Chan Xue En Pamela St Margaret’s Prize

Yu Yiyan Janessa - St Margaret’s Prize

Grace Ong En-Ning - St Margaret’s Prize

SMESA sponsored the SMESA All-Round Achiever Award, St Margaret’s Prize and the SMESA School
Service Awards which were presented at an earlier occasion to P6 Prefects for their service to SMPS.

After the presentation of the prizes, we were treated to a wonderful concert of dance and music.



Little droos of water
Little grains of sand
Make the mighty ocean
And the beauteous land

And the little moments

Make the mighty ages
)T Eternity

Ms Kok Lee Kwang sharing her memories in SMPS. Extracted from a song that Ms Kok used to sing in SMPS

170t Anniversary Dinner-16 November 2012
Ms Ruby Lee

16 November 2012 was a night to remember for a long time for many proud St Margaret's students, ex-
students, teachers, ex- teachers and all associated with the schools.

| had a small role to play during the course of the dinner as | was honored with the reading of the citations of
the recipients of the St Margaret’s School Service Award. Needless to say, | was in a fluster the whole day
over the usual worries like tripping on the stage or losing the materials.

However, when | arrived at the foyer of the ballroom, the beautiful music by the St. Margaret’'s Secondary
School ensemble immediately put me at ease. The foyer was bustling with energy and everyone was happily
recognizing old friends, taking photographs and admiring the memorabilia for sale. By the time we made our
way to the ballroom, we were all in very high spirits and could not wait to enjoy the programs planned for the
evening. We were not disappointed. His Excellency President Tony Tan Keng Yam’s and his wife’s gracious
attendance made the evening all the more special. The Choirs of both the primary and the secondary schools
were impressive and we could not stop humming along with them on the familiar tunes. Charis Lim, the
flautist from the primary school delighted everyone.

The food was delicious and the roving photographers made everyone so happy when they instantly gave us
the pictures taken to take home. The best part of the evening for me must be the opportunity to catch up with
old friends, teachers, ex teachers and making new friends.

It was truly a night that reminded me why | am proud to be from St Margaret.
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St Margaret's School celebrates
(U years of Charity, Patience and Devotion

From 1842 to 2012

(LtoR) Rt Revd Rennis Ponniah and wife, His Excellency, President Tony Tan Keng Yam and wife, Professor Lawrence Boo, SMSS Principal, Mrs
Marion Tan and SMESA President, Dr Lee Hoon Hwee, jointly cut the St Margaret's Birthday cake
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Garage Sales - 24 November 2012
Ms Hui Choon Wai

Our stall at the Crossroads Garage Sale held at Cairnhill Community Club did well again this year. Thanks to
our supportive members and friends, we had a good collection of saleable second hand items. Interesting
items included the old-fashioned charcoal grill for satay and a typewriter. The usual bargaining and hackling
added to the fun. All of us who helped at the stall (Ruby, Florence, Pixie and I) thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.
A decent sum was raised which shall go into our SMESA general fund towards the funding of our activities.

SMESA would like to thank all our members and their friends who donated their items to us. If you or your
friends have any unwanted household items (no clothes please!) in good condition to donate, please contact
us at enquiries@smesa.org.sg. Arrangements can be made for you to drop them off at SMESA’s room at the
secondary school or for us collect bulky items.

SMSS Prom Night 2011 - 28 November 2012

Brenda Lan

Congratulations to our students from the graduating batch of 2012. This year on 28 November 2012, we held
our annual graduation dinner at the Raffles Town Club ballroom. Our theme for the night was, “A Starry Starry
Night”. We have a new record of two hundred and eighty-one (281) student-attendees from both our
Secondary 4 and 5 classes. We thank the organizing committee led by SMESA and with the help of PSG
members and SMSS representatives for organizing another evening that our graduating students will
remember. We also want to thank our volunteers who gave their time on a Wednesday evening to help out
with the photography and the photo booth.

The girls were dressed in their best and enjoyed themselves in all the activities, including taking photographs
with each other. They were very participative in the games and were most excited over the lucky draw prizes.
Towards the end of the dinner, the girls had a fantastic time singing, dancing and more photograph taking to
capture their last moments of a wonderful starry night.
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The organizing committee The girls having fun on stage

SMSEA Job Shadowing 2012

Pixie Ho

SMESA has always been keen to provide job-shadowing opportunities for SMSS students. However, we are
disappointed that not many organizations are prepared to provide such opportunities to the students. We are
grateful to Central Chambers Law Corporation and Ho & Associates, which, since the inception of the job-
shadowing programme, have provided students’ the invaluable learning experience.. We hope more
members would be part of this programme.

The experiences gained by the students who had the opportunity to job-shadow are immeasurable. These
can be gathered from the following comments made by the 2 students who were attached to Ho & Associates
for their Job-Shadowing stint in December 2012:-

“During the attachment period, we visited the courts and gained a better under-standing of how the courts and
law firms are run. It has been an extremely enriching and eye opening experience. It has really given me an
insight into a lawyer’s job and this will help me decide what to choose for my profession.” ... Mertice Ho Jun
Yan

“ really want to say a big THANK YOU for taking so much of your precious time to teach us about the paper
work, filing procedures and bringing us to see the court cases. Before this, | can just say | want to become a
lawyer, but | would know nothing about it at all. Now, | am proud to say that | know much more about what
lawyers do and how much effort, precision and PASSION are required of this job.

It is not really all that glamorous things that are shown on TV, it's about helping people, being committed and
a lot of hard work. You've also taught us that it’s important to control your emotions and be professional, and
that’s really important advice. I'm honestly so glad and grateful for the chance that I've been given because
the experience that you've blessed me and Mertice with is priceless and extremely valuable.” ... Grace Lee
Kai Hoon

Please do contact any member of SMESA if you are interested in giving SMSS students some valuable
learning experience.

Grace and Mertice at Ho & Associates



SMESA Speaker Series
Ms Marjorie Chu - 8 March 2013

Speech reproduced in its entirety, with thanks from Marjorie Chu

“ Principal : Mrs Marion Tan, Vice Principals : Mrs Yip Wai Fong, Mr Tan King Ming, teachers and students

INTRODUCTION

It is hard to believe that so many years have passed, since | myself was a St Margaret’s girl, and fast

forward 50 years and here | am, standing right before you
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Sometime in August 2012, | received a phone call from Mrs Foo Kar Hiang inviting me to be one of your
Alumni Speakers. Mrs Foo read about me from an interview in the Straits Times where it was reported
that | graduated from St Margaret’s School. | agreed to give the talk without a second thought and the
date was fixed. Like all speakers | thought that | had plenty of time to think about what | shall say, of
course when the date drew near | panicked.

What can | possibly say to you that your parents or grandparents have not said already?

I have no medals for heroism, no success story for fame and prestige to talk about. | would not have been
included in your principal’s newsletter for outstanding achievements. Now too late to back out of this
eventuality, so | decide to tell you the story of my life. Don’t groan | will make the story interesting by telling
it backwards in case you fall asleep waiting for the end.

First a few sound bites

When your friends, parents, teachers give you advice, do not think that they are nagging or complaining,
they mean well so take all comments as ‘goodwill’. Acknowledge with a smile and promise that you will
think about it. Learn to distinguish good from evil. That which enhances life, cherishes life or improves life
from that which impoverishes life or diminishes life.

HOW TO MAKE A LIVING

To make a living one needs a skill, you might have participated in programs organised by your school to
get a taste of what working life is like.

After your GCE ‘O’ level some of you might continue your education by going onto Junior College and
then onto university. Or you might decide to join a technical college to learn a skill or profession. Some of
you could go straight into your family business or enrol with an organisation which provides experience on
the job.

Whatever path you choose there is no short cut to take you from school directly to work. So you need to
face the bridge of acquiring experience.

You might ask. Do you mean to say that all the years of study | have put in to pass my exams cannot earn
me a living? That is exactly what | said.

Your studies in Humanities and Sciences enable you to visualise yourself in the world you live in, your
environment and your understanding of the world around you, thus enabling you to live in this world. But
you cannot find a job without training ‘on the job’.

| enrolled in St Margaret’s School at the age of thirteen then | could not speak a word of English because |
was born in China. My parents thought it best to enrol me into an English speaking school. From my
early years between the ages of thirteen and sixteen | blundered along in school, like a ‘sotong’ blur.

When preparing for GCE ‘O’ levels | had to find subjects that | could manage without having to read long
passages in English. So history was out, too much to read. Geography is better because it did not
involve too much reading. | could draw maps, did survey work, and understood the wind belts and among
other factors the causes of change of weather and temperature. | had an excellent teacher, Mrs Kon.
Religious knowledge was one of my chosen subjects, those days’ ethics and religious knowledge were
taught by Church of England missionaries; | chose the subject as | could rely on my Chinese bible and
translated passages into English. | took Math and Additional Math which was taught by my father. Of
course | took Chinese as a subject to ensure a distinction. Also home economics as a subject turned out
to be very useful in my later life. You can make friends through food.

To make up to seven papers, Literature and general paper were compulsory my command was still non-
existent so | resorted to learning by heart chunks and chunks, to enable me to get through essays and
literature. | don’t necessarily understand what was required of me; | simply hoped to impress the
examiners by reproducing everything | could remember.

| earned a few distinctions and the rest were credits, enough to get me into JC. But | really could not keep

up with the gruelling curriculum. | was miserable; my parents have pinned all their hope on my going to
university and earning a degree in order to ‘make a good living’.
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I could not fulfill their dream. | made the decision to cross over to Singapore Polytechnic which open in
1958 and enrolled for accountancy course. | explained to my parents that accountancy should be easy, all
one needs to do is to know how to add, subtract and multiply, not even necessary to know how to divide.

Important message here is to use what you got, make the best of it, don’t complain about what you do not
have.

| graduated with a diploma in accountancy. Now, still same question, how to make a living. After my
diploma | apprenticed with a firm of Chartered accountants and 3 years later | could register myself as an
accountant. | made a living by practicing as an accountant for 10 years.

HOW TO LIVE

Your education cultivates your sense to enjoy sound, sight, taste and feel. That is how to live. Be aware of
the beautiful surroundings, museums, concerts, food the list goes on and on. Your school offers Aesthetic
Development which is designed to develop your artistic sensibilities for example through assembly
programs you are exposed to as many art forms as possible.

Is this aspect of how to live important? Very, | should say, because after you learnt how to make a living
you must be an all rounded and informed person to know how to enjoy life, not just counting money and
playing computer games. If not you will remain a ‘sotong’ forever.

During my internship as an accountant | worked hard for little pay just to learn the practical routine in an
office. With my salary, | bought art modestly, went to concerts to enjoy music sometime for free. | visited
museums, there were no galleries then. | travelled around the region. | also cultivated my sense of taste
(in food, surroundings, clothing, and manners); a few of my personal examples of how to live.

HOW TO LIVE WITH OTHERS

Your education in school includes learning how to interact with your community, tolerant of the needs of
others and respect for your fellow men, understanding personal and social responsibility, developing
leadership qualities through team sports for example.

I learnt how to live with others through art. Being interested in art brought me close to artists and soon |
realise that | should not only cultivate my taste in art, | should promote art. So | merged all three aspects
of making a living, how to live and living with others into one venture.

| abandoned my 10 year accounting career to be an art dealer. | started an art gallery to make a living and
also to realise a need in promoting art and giving artists a chance to sell their works. My gallery became a
focal point for friends and new comers into the art scene. So | enjoyed the warm camaraderie of art lovers
and artists. My gallery is a venue not only for exhibitions but also a place for informal gatherings for
discussions.

What helps in shaping my destiny is not always asking what is in it for me, but what is in it for each other.
| am generous not just with money but with time and with my opinion of people.

Remember what | said before about goodwill. This is living with others. | have learned many things from
the various people | meet, in everyone there is something | can learn.

| organised trips with artists to far flung places like the outback of The Northern territory of Australia, the
ancient silk road of China, desert towns of Rajasthan, medieval towns in Umbria, Italy and the ancient
cities in Uzbekistan. With the best artists around me | was easily moved to paint with them. This is the way
to live.

Looking back at my life, it has been a real journey of discovery, and the satisfaction of knowing that | was
always in control of my own destiny has been very liberating and satisfying. Whatever | do, | strive to be
independent at all times and flexible in my approach, and to make sound decisions in how | wanted to live
my life, personally and professionally

There is so much ahead of you to experience and enjoy... have fun and enjoy your journey, | still am
enjoying mine!!! ”
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