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Notes :
1) Amendments to SMESA
constitution have been approved
by members during AGM held on
17th April 2021 and approved by
ROS on 25th August 2021. Please
refer to our website for the
amended constitution.
2) Due to COVID-19, all other
events are either in virtual mode
or postponed until further notice.

For enquiries to the above events,
Please e-mail us at smesa.sg@gmail.com or Whatsapp at +65 8852-4621
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In remembrance of our ex-teacher,
Mrs. Phyllis Chin who taught
English and Literature in SMSS from
1955 to 1987, a total of 32 years

SMESA President & Board Member
had tea with retired SMSS Teacher,
Mrs. Linda Sandosham and
Ex-student, Ms. Suraja Raman
By Chew Siew Kheng
Mrs Linda Sandosham taught at SMSS for
15 years from 1964 before she retired.
She taught mainly English, Literature and
History. In 1996, she, with her husband,
went to Australia Gold Coast and stayed
there for 22 years before returning to
Singapore 3 years ago. She has 2 sons
and 1 daughter. One of her grandchildren
is currently schooling in SMPS.
Although at 80 now, she is still full of
energy and occasionally catches up with
her ex-colleagues and students of SMSS.
She has many fond memories of her
fellow teaching colleagues and students
whom she has taught. She hopes to be
able to visit SMSS again when the
restrictions are lifted.

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome aboard the following new
members :SMPS
1. Elena Tan Yi Ying
1997
2. Crrystal D/O Errol MK 1993
3. Kelly Chen
1999
4. Maimunah Nasir
2002
5. Priscilla Toh Pei Shan 1994
6. Grace Phua Pei Ling 1993
7. M. Neela
2001
8. Michelle Sin Zhen Yi 2001
9. Priscilla Chua Xue Er 1997
10. Dr. Carol Lee
1993
11. Rini Supardi
None
12. Elvaretta Masda Tju 2000
13. Stephanie Tan Hui
2001
Xian

SMSS
2001
1997
None
2007
None
None
2006
2005
None
None
2004
None
2005
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Congratulations!
Brenda Lan and Kalavathy
(our Board members),
on the arrival of your first
born baby girls. Hope that
when they grow up, SMPS is
their choice.

Brenda’s baby girl - Michelle

SMESA wishes all our N & O Level
students all the very best for their
upcoming examinations.

Our heartiest
congratulations to the
recipients of The National
Day Awards 2021 :
SMPS
Commendation Medal
1) Mr Lee Chee Wai (Administration Manager)
Long Service Medal
1) Ms Sem Sok Hui (School Counsellor)
2) Ms Koo Li Hwa (Teacher )
3) Ms Low Pei Lin (Teacher)
4) Mr Derek Wong Jyunwei (Senior Teacher)
SMSS

Kala’s baby girl - Hanishka

Commendation Medal
1) Mrs Foo Kar Hiang
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SMESA Speaker Series by Ms Tan Zing Zing
On ‘Charting Your Life’
- held virtually on 27th August 2021

Ms Tan Zing Zing

Ms Tan Zing Zing talked about being curious. She
explained how at age 15, she had set her heart on
learning. At 30, she established values and principles she
wanted to apply to society. At 40, she didn’t want any
perplexities in decisions and at 50, she wanted to
establish her purpose in life. I thought that this part of her
sharing was very eye-opening.

Elysha Saha (S3-5)

It reminded me to be mindful about my life. In our fastpaced society, we tend to rush things and try to plan out
our entire life in twenty-four hours. However, when Ms
Tan shared this, it made me realise that people are bound
to change their opinions once in a while due to inevitable
uncertainities in life. It is a lot better to take things slowly
and carefully as we try to figure out what exactly we want
to do in life.

I was inspired by Ms Tan’s ability to manage her
work. She shared that she graduated with a joint
diploma between her polytechnic and SAF, which
meant that her schooling years involved studying in
her school for 4 days and training at the SAF centre
for a day a week, and then having to attend her SAF
trainee course during the school holidays. For her to
be able to cope with the high amount of schoolwork
while focusing on preparing for her future career is
truly amazing.
From her sharing, I learned ways to better manage
my time by planning ahead and creating schedules
to plan out how I want to use my time and cope
with the stresses by doing mindfulness practices.
Her priority on mental health encouraged me to be
more aware of my mental health and find methods
to take care of my health, such as by gaining
support from my relationships with friends and
family.

Ong Qian Ying Chernys (S3-4)
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SMESA Legal Awareness on PDPA
By Sara & Shirley (SMPS)
We found the workshop very helpful. We learnt that
PDPA is crucial as it protects the personal data of
individuals while recognizing the need for organizations
to collect, use and disclose personal data for reasonable
purposes. This requires a delicate balance between the
need for data protection and the general handling of
data. Through the workshop, we also learnt how to
draft a notice of consent, and when it should be
obtained from our stakeholders.
We want to thank SMESA for giving us this opportunity
to have a greater understanding of PDPA so as to
protect the personal data of the children under our
charge.

Visit to St. Andrew’s Cathedral Home
By Joy Gillian Quek
In celebration of our 56th National Day, SMESA made it a
point to distribute some celebratory National Day gifts to
the senior residents of St. Andrew’s Cathedral Home.
Our last visit in February 2021 was to distribute Chinese
New Year goodies.
It has been more than a year since we last interacted
with the residents physically . We used to have activities
in the Home, like doing craft and singing with the
residents quarterly. In order to give some cheer to the
residents during the National Day Celebration, Siew
Kheng and her Board Members packed some National
Day gifts such as the Singapore Flag, masks and mask
holders, packet Milo, handheld fans and cakes for tea to
the residents.
Due to Covid restrictions, only 2 visitors were allowed to
drop by the Home. Siew Kheng and I represented
SMESA to deliver the gift packs to Mrs. Margaret Lim,
Supervisor of the Home.
On 5th August 2021 at 10am, we went to the Home with
our gifts. Some of the residents recognised us and were
pleased to see us.
Do note that in the course of the year, the St. Andrew’s
Cathedral Home for the Aged was renamed St. Andrew’s
Cathedral Home.
We left at around 11am and took some pictures with
Mrs. Margaret Lim with the gifts and cakes.
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SMSS 179th Speech & Prize-Giving Day
A reflection by Loh Xuan En, top GCE O Level
Examinations 2020 and Most Outstanding All
Rounder Award Student
(continued at page 8)
Each time I pass by St. Margaret’s on my way home from school, I am reminded of all the fond
memories of my time there, from daily devotions during morning assemblies to playing April fools’
pranks with my class on our teachers. Looking back on my four years in St. Margaret’s I can only
say that I am extremely grateful to have been a part of the St. Margaret’s family.
Unlike most of my peers, I spent my childhood in China, returning to Singapore just before I
started Secondary One. I struggled with adjusting to life in Singapore, and the caring environment
of St. Margaret’s is something I will always be grateful for during the transition. As I progressed
into my second, third, and fourth year, the nurturing environment enabled me to grow and mature
from the timid girl in Secondary One into a more confident person.
The many lessons and important values the teachers and school leaders have taken care to impart
during my time in St. Margaret’s have also left a deep impression on me and shaped me into who I
am today. One of these was the value of going out into the world not just to do well, but also to
do good. This is something that Mdm Lee, our immediate past principal, always emphasised on.
The school has also given me so many opportunities to use the talents and blessings I have to
bless others. These experiences have all brought home the importance of showing care and love to
others, both within school and in the community. This is something that makes the St. Margaret’s
community so special.
The Chaplaincy Team from St. John’s Chapel has also played a huge role in making St. Margaret’s
a Christ-centred environment with the weekly LIFE sessions and helping out in morning devotions.
The pastors have also been dedicated in reaching out and caring for all the students, playing an
active role in our school lives. I will always remember how they served with love and humility and
took the time to listen and talk to us.
One of the things I loved most about my secondary school life was my CCA, the Girls’ Brigade
(GB). The weekly GB sessions were always the highlight of my week. I found much joy and fun in
this closely-knitted community amidst hectic school life. When I first joined the school, I would
never have imagined it possible for me to stand in front of the whole school and command during
morning assembly. Yet with the encouragement of my batch mates and seniors, I eventually
mustered the courage to do so multiple times in my Secondary Three year. Being in GB has really
challenged me to go beyond my comfort zone, and in the process, become a more confident and
disciplined person. For this, I have my CCA teachers-in-charge and fellow GB girls to thank for all
the wonderful memories and meaningful experiences during my four years.
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SMSS 179th Speech & Prize-Giving Day

(continued from page 7)

Many people have asked me what I missed most about St. Margaret’s. My answer has always been
“my friends and my teachers”. They have truly made St. Margaret’s my second home. The caring
and dedicated teachers have given so much time and effort to teach and guide my classmates and
I. My friends have been some of the most loving, genuine and helpful people I have known.
Having such wonderful friends to share each experience in school with has made the past four
years nothing short of amazing. My close friends have also been a constant source of support, and
it is only after going our separate ways that I realise how much I miss their company. I will always
remember how my classmates kept me updated and helped me to organise all the notes and
worksheets when I was absent for a week, as well as the countless times they have been there to
provide a listening ear. Their small acts of love has made school so much more than just a place
for lessons, but a community that encourages and supports one another.
I have truly been so blessed during my time in St. Margaret’s and wish her all the best in the
coming years as she continues to nurture young ladies who are the salt and light of their
communities, growing and glowing for God.

SMSS Principal, Ms Linda Lim presenting awards to Loh Xuan En, Top Student achieving 9A1s
in the 2020 GCE ‘O’ Level Examinations
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